A statewide assessment of tuberculin skin testing of preschool children enrolled in medicaid managed care.
This study examined tuberculosis screening among preschool children enrolled in a statewide Medicaid managed care program. A random sample of 2,000 was selected from 19 to 35 month old children who were continuously enrolled in Rhode Island's Medicaid managed care program for 1 year. Sociodemographic data were obtained from computerized administrative databases. Medical record audits were performed to obtain the dates and results of tuberculosis tests. Data from the medical record audits were available for 1,988 of the study children. For 1,215 of the study children (1,215/1,988 = 61%) a tuberculin skin test had been performed, but a reading was only documented for 736 children (60% of children who received a tuberculin skin test) and only one child tested positive (0.1%). A majority of preschool children in this population in which the prevalence of risk factors for tuberculosis is likely to be relatively high did have a tuberculosis test performed. However, in many cases the tuberculin skin test was either not read or the results not documented. The low rate of positivity is consistent with current AAP guidelines for selective tuberculin skin testing.